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If, indeed, it behoves us to make these judgments
it also behoves us to express them as clearly as lies
in our power. So far as we state with clearness the
aspects of truth which we think we see, so far do we
make it easier for those who follow us to test the
value of what we have said. I sometimes wonder
whether writers who puzzle their readers have
thought out what they are trying to say. Is anything
worth saying unless we can make it intelligible? A
man who has grasped one real aspect of truth is in
no real danger of thinking he has grasped the truth
on all its sides. He views it as a glimpse of the infinite,
of something too great for his limited human mind
to grasp as a whole. The glimpse he sees as a flash-
light which shows him at least where better to plant
his feet on the ground before him. But the sense of
so much beyond the ray that he cannot understand
is itself a reason why he should keep his flash-light
steady and clear, so that others can see what its
limits are.
It is for this reason that I find myself driven to say
in the plainest words I can find what I think are the
truest conceptions in the whole range of recorded
thought, so far as I know it. Nor shall I be troubled
by the charge of repeating it if by doing so I succeed
in making it clear to others what I mean. My own
personality, and other personalities, these impalpable
beings which think and act and know, are the only
realities of which I am sure. I believe that reality as a
whole is something of that kind, of which our own
personalities are the outcome and creation. This
supreme personality, I believe, is invested with all
our faculties to an infinite degree. I think that God
is goodness in personal form, and that men are of him
and like him in so far as they achieve goodness. The
end and object of human life is to be like God, to
achieve more goodness and in doing so to join in his
ceaseless work of creation. I think this idea of God

